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In compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act, MCL 15.263 ET SEQ., as amended to hold 
City Council meetings electronically:   
  

A Regular Meeting of the Sylvan Lake City Council was held electronically on Wednesday, February 
10, 2021, opening at 7:41 p.m.  Mayor Clarke presided over the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
     Present:  Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Segal 

        (All members present in Sylvan Lake, Oakland County, Michigan.) 
 
     Absent:   Salemi 
     Also Present: City Manager Martin, Clerk Dryden, and City Attorney Schultz 
 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the City Council Agenda for February 10, 
2021, as submitted. 
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Cowper, Segal, Zubrzycki 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the following items on the consent agenda 
as submitted. 
 

A. January 13, 2021 Regular Meeting minutes and January 26, 2021 Study Session Minutes 
B. Disbursement Report, Payroll check #’s 12162, DD4119-4146, EFT1519-1527; and A/P 

check #’s 51274-51309, EFT 2338-2351; ACH 2352-2355; TOTALING: $241,974.51. 
C. Acceptance of Public Works and Police for January 2021.  

  
 Yes: Cowper, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke 
 No:  None      MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS    
 
Phil Ross, Sylvan Lake’s Cable Representative, shared a monthly report for Civic Center TV. They 
continue their Megacast and Coronavirus updates, including Live updates from the Governor and the 
Oakland County Executive.  Coming up in March is the third annual State of the Committees will be 
on Civic Center TV and Lakes FM.  This will include Keego Harbor, Orchard Lake, Sylvan Lake and 
West Bloomfield Twp.  You can watch Live or on Demand.  Civic Center has decals and magnets 
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available, call and they will make available outside the front door of the media center.  If residents 
are having problems with Comcast or AT&T, look for the customer service tab on gwbcable.org. 
 
Martin asked Chief Bassett to report on a new grant the city applied for.  Chief Bassett reported the 
city applied and has been approved, for the Restaurant Relief Grant, through Oakland County.  The 
grant is for $12,890 it is Phase II of the Relief Grant.  The focus of the program is to provide support 
for dine-in restaurants, bars, and cafes in two areas: adapting their facility for outside service and safe 
re-opening supplies. 

A notice was sent out to all the restaurant’s in Sylvan Lake and he hopes they will all take advantage 
of the funds.  
 
 
BRIEF PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.   
 
There were 34 public guests.   
 
Ben lives in West Bloomfield and recommends having cannabis in Sylvan Lake.  He voiced his 
support in adopting an ordinance and hopes they will discuss this.  
 
Craig Arnoff is an attorney in Royal Oak; he lives in West Bloomfield.  He is a cannabis attorney and 
can provide expertise and advice.  He offered his help to educate and discuss the issue. 
 
Mary Lewis stated the City is always hearing from commercial professionals on cannabis.  She is not 
for it and doesn’t want to see it in Sylvan Lake.  If City Council is considering it, she feels it should 
go to the vote of residents.   
 
Michael doesn’t live in the city but would love to see Sylvan move forward with allowing cannabis 
businesses.   
 
Helen Jane Peters announced it is Sylvan Lake’s 100-year anniversary since becoming a village.  The 
village became a City in 1947.  She would like to see a celebration this summer if we can and 
promote the city.  She doesn’t want to head it but hopes someone will. 
 
Brad Conkey shared he is troubled by listening to the last two meetings in regard to Lorenz and Segal 
and the Open Meetings Act for closed sessions.  Conkey read an email that Segal sent asking for a 
closed meeting to discuss the 14 candidates for Planning Commission.  He read the rules of a closed 
meeting under the Open Meetings Act and Round Robining.  He doesn’t see where a closed meeting 
was held and is wondering if round robin occurred to decide the appointments the Planning 
Commission.  He noted he is not supporting Aron Lorenz or Graham Cousens but is speaking as a 
citizen of Sylvan Lake and is concerned with the current Council not complying with the Open 
Meetings Act.   
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Aron Lorenz has the same concerns as Conkey.  He thanked Segal for calling him out.  He stated he 
has no animosity about the election results.  He just wants transparency and is not seeing this. 
 
Jared feels it is a great idea to allow medical marijuana in Sylvan Lake and supports it.  He owns 
many commercial properties in metro Detroit and one in Sylvan and feels it improves the area as well 
as the jobs and uses. 
 
          
CITY MANAGER COMMENTS  
 
Matin stated City Hall continue to be very busy.  There’s just a lot going on, and not much of it can 
be done quickly.  We’re still working on much of the same projects we have been.   
 
Planning Commission is reviewing a few zoning ordinance amendments.  They are holding a Public 
hearing on March 2nd  to receive public input on two of them.  The first is changing the zoning 
ordinance violations to civil infractions instead of misdemeanors.  Many ordinance violations are 
already civil infractions, but this amendment will make the remainder civil infractions.    The second 
is to allow the storage of personal vehicles in I-1 Limited Industrial zoning districts.  Hopefully, both 
of these will be on the City Council agenda for final approval next month.   The last one is our sign 
ordinance which is getting a complete overhaul for two reasons.  One is because of a supreme court 
ruling that significantly changes how we can and cannot regulate signs and it is not an easy fix.  The 
second reason is because, with the exception of a couple of minor amendments over the years, our 
sign ordinance is over 30 years old and it all needs to be revisited. 
 
We’re still looking at new carpet and a new range for the Community Center.  Telegraph 
improvements, W/S system improvements and rates, seawall, streets, mailbox racks, etc.   We’ve 
done a lot of work with replacing and installing new cameras in various areas of City Hall, the Police 
Department and Community Center.  We’re almost done.  
 
We are still investigating and discussing outsourcing the water and sewer services with the Water 
Resources Commission.  As he stated last month, this is something we have been discussing here for 
a couple of years.  So far it is going very well. 
 
As Chief Bassett explained, Oakland County has offered another grant opportunity for restaurants to 
help cover some of their expenses for COVID supplies and outdoor seating supplies if they offer 
outdoor seating.  Martin stated his plate was overflowing, so he handed this one to Brian and he did a 
great job with the application and reaching out to businesses.  It is so nice to give him something to 
do and he just does it and does it well. 
 
Martin is still anxiously waiting to be able to meet in person and do things together again.   He is also 
hoping when that time comes we will be happier overall and the walls that currently divide some 
people will crumble.   He has been saying this for a few months that the social and political climate 
here is stifling.  Unfortunately the “who vs what” is still a big problem.  By that, he means people like 
or dislike something because of “who” is behind it or organizing it, not “what” is being organized and 
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the joy it brings.   He is friends with so many people here.  New friendships, old friendships, and 
some rekindled friendships.  He feels like there’s a giant tug-of-war with people wanting  things and 
he is the rope.   It weighs heavily on him and he hopes the cold feelings melt this spring. 
 
 
CITY COUNCIL COMMENTS 
 
Cowper asked everyone to tell their neighbors to join the meetings.  He is happy to be a resident of 
Sylvan and represent everyone.   
 
Zubrzycki thanked the Chief for getting the restaurant relief fund grant.  He has tried too to help out 
when he see something on social media that may help out our local businesses. Zubrzycki thanked 
Helen Jane for update on the city’s 100 year.  He express the ice is fantastic this year and thanked 
Jack Hunger and Jon Farms for keeping it cleaned. 
 
Segal shared she received her first vaccine and will be receiving her second vaccine on Thursday. She 
hears of people’s frustration in getting an appointment and shared hospital sites are most successful 
when they have the vaccine available.  Segal thanked Kelli Krause for promoting local businesses 
and thanked Chief Bassett for helping too. 
 
Clarke expressed he loves the participation in the meetings.  There is much better attendance in doing 
them electronically.  He also loves the ice activity, and it is awesome to see so many enjoying it and 
being safe.  This enhances our community.  Clarke acknowledged Brad Conkey’s comment on the 
Open Meetings Act.  He assured him the Open Meetings Act is being followed and appointments are 
his to make and he can seek input from others.  He would be happy to discuss it further with Conkey. 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – CDBG 2021 APPLICATIONS/FUNDS B3-001-21 PH-001-21 
 
The public hearing was scheduled to receive public input regarding the proposed application for the 
2021 Community Development Block Grant Program.   
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public at 8:12. 
 
There were 34 people on the virtual meeting.  There were no public comments.  
 
Mayor Clarke closed the Public Hearing at 8:13 p.m.   
 
 
ACTION ITEMS     
        
A.  2021 CDBG Application Resolution to Accept Funds  B3-002-21 R2-001-21 

             
Martin explained this resolution accepts the funds for 2021.  This is Federal funding through Oakland 
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County, in the amount of $7,000.  We currently utilize funding for low to moderate income seniors 
for lawn mowing in the summer and fall cleanup. 
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.  There were no comments. 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Segal, to adopt the resolution to accept 2021 CDBG funds. 
 
 Yes:  Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper  
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
B.  Resolution to Set Alternative Meeting Dates for Board of Review R2-002-21 T-001-21 
 
Martin explained this resolution sets the March Board of Review dates.  Bloomfield Township does 
our assessing, so they asked us to use an alternative date for the March Board of Review. 
 
 Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Segal, to approve the resolution to set alternative meeting 
dates for the March Board of Review. 
 
 Yes:  Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper, Segal 
 No:   None 
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
C.  Poverty Exemption Guidelines for Board of Review T-002-21 

 
Martin explained this document sets the guidelines and limits for poverty exemption for the Board of 
Review to use.  The state sets the levels and other requirements.   
 
Zubrzycki feels this is a good program and asked why the limits are set at 1.25 and not a 1.00.  
Martin was not sure.  Zubrzycki asked if there are many in Sylvan Lake that request this exemption.  
Martin stated there was one over the last couple of years.  
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public there were no comments. 
 
 Moved by Cowper, seconded Segal, to approve the exemption guidelines for Board of Review 
as proposed. 
 
 Yes:  Clarke, Cowper, Segal, Zubrzycki  
 No:   None 
        MOTION CARRIED 
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D.  Sunshine Week Resolution R2-003-21 
 
Martin stated we do this every year.  It is showing our support of having our meetings open, posting 
following the law, and televised, minutes accessible, and going above and beyond the legal 
requirements to get information to our residents.  Sunshine week is in March. 
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public.  There were no comments. 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Zubrzycki, to approve the resolution supporting sunshine week. 
 
 Yes:  Cowper, Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke 
 No:   None  
        RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
 
 
E. Ordinance Amendment Kayak Storage on Rack and Boat Docks 
F. Resolution Regarding City Events  O-002-21 BD-003-21 

 
Martin read the proposed changes to the park rules as it pertains to kayak storage. 
 
Segal added, they are also looking to get additional racks.  Martin stated he has been looking at this.  
He is having a little trouble with construction schematics and needs help if anyone can provide this, 
he would greatly appreciate it. 
 
Cowper feels it would be great to add racks. He wants everyone to be able to use them who wants to 
kayak on the lake.   
 
Zubrzycki just wanted to confirm a dockholder who shares their dock with kayaker doesn’t receive 
half off their dock space.  Martin clarified  the sharer has to pay the full price in order for the dock 
holder to get the half price. Zubrzycki likes this and thinks Martin did a great job writing this up. 
 
Mayor Clarke opened this agenda item to the public. 
 
Mary Lewis feels it is crazy to charge a dock owner for something that is nothing more than a float. 
She doesn’t understand this extra fee for kayaks at docks.   Martin stated it is more the registration 
process to make sure they are residents. It is not an expensive fee.  Anything on a leased dock space 
has to be registered.  Dockholders only pay $5; the non-dockholder will pay $25. 
 
Martin next explained the addition to the Ordinance.  The special events section is incorporated into 
the same ordinance.  Approval will go through the City Manager.  This is the way it has been in the 
past; this just make it formal so there is no question.  Martin read the proposed language.  Resident 
versus private business, public event versus private event etc.  He provided an example of the Blood 
Drive at the Community Center being a public city event, so no fee charged for the Community 
Center. 
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Segal supports this and feels the public areas in the city are already paid for by the residents.  It has 
encouraged residents to participate, promotes creativity and inclusion within our city. She assumes 
the city will document the events on the events calendar, so everyone knows.   
 
Zubrzycki noted the Community Center is pretty much public, but Ferndale Park is limited to Sylvan 
Lake residents.  He asked how it would work if a food truck pulled up to Ferndale Park.  Martin 
stated if it is a business wanting to do, then it would be looked at differently.  If a resident is 
sponsoring the event then it is ok, going through the application process.  Zubrzycki asked about 
residents posting on social media the event is open to neighboring communities.  Martin replied, that 
is a good question.   Residents have park tags and that allows their household plus 8 guest so that 
could get tricky.  Zubrzycki asked about business owners who live in the city, would that be an 
administrative approval with them.  Martin stated that is correct.  Clarke added, if a resident wanted 
to have a couple friends and wanted a smoker, would that be allowed.  Martin stated, that is different 
because it isn’t open to all residents.  Martin further clarified when he says public he means Sylvan 
Lake residents. It is for providing a service to residents.  He clarified he is not taking anything away 
from Parks & Rec and all they do.  They do a fantastic job.  Clarke agrees it is only to enhance and 
not to burden Parks & Rec with all the events; that is the spirit of this.    
 
Mayor Clarke opened the meeting to the public. 
 
Midge Davidson would like to see the good vibe kept going.  So much happened last year especially 
with COVID.   
 
Clarke added if an event is going beyond guidelines such as noise they have an ordinance to cover 
this already. 
 
 Moved by Segal, seconded Zubrzycki, to adopt Ordinance 353-2021. 
 
 Yes:  Segal, Zubrzycki, Clarke, Cowper 
 No:   None 
       ORDINANCE ADOPTED 
 
 
NON-ACTION ITEMS 
        

a. Security for Ferndale Park, Restroom, and Boat Launch 
b. Seawall – Replacing Sections on Ferndale 

 
Nothing new to report. 
 
Cowper shared is he has a new baby granddaughter, Charlotte. 
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 ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Moved by Zubrzycki, seconded Segal, to adjourn the regular City Council Meeting. 
 
 Yes:  All 
 No:   None       MOTION CARRIED 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m. 
 
                                                                                          
       Dennise Dryden, City Clerk 


